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F.B.I.HQSerology of parasitic infections in Gambian children with sickle-cell disease. An attempt was
made to determine the serological responses to parasitic infections in children with sickle-cell

disease in The Gambia where the two main causative organisms are Plasmodium falciparum and
Strongyloides stercoralis. The results of indirect immunofluorescence and immune adherence

haemagglutination for different parasites are shown in tables and graphs. The antibody
concentrations were measured by their mean log2 dilutions. There were significant differences in the
level of antibody to the different parasites in both IgG and IgM isotypes. This was not the case in the

control group of children without a known past history of parasitic infection. The serum from the
sickle-cell disease patients was collected at a time when they were free from any clinical

manifestations of these infections. The antibody responses in each case reflected the background
exposure to the respective parasites in The Gambia and therefore provided valuable baseline data
for the control groups. The results indicate that young Gambians are exposed to malaria and that

there is a low level of clinical disease at the time of the study. They also indicate that children with
sickle-cell disease have a low level of exposure to P. falcipar
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in pregnant women].
Between September

1979 and May 1981, a
total of 3857 patients
were admitted to our

hospital during
pregnancy and

parturition. Among these,
31 (0.82%) patients had
thromboembolism; 19
(61.2%) had venous

thromboembolism (VTE),
and 12 (38.7%) had

arterial
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thromboembolism (ATE).
Thromboembolic

complications were most
common during the last
trimester, with 11 of 17
patients (64.7%) in the
third trimester. In the
patients with VTE, 10

(52.6%) had deep vein
thrombosis and 9

(47.4%) had pulmonary
embolism. Thirty-three
percent of VTE patients
had history of deep vein
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thrombosis before this
pregnancy. In the

patients with ATE, 6
(50%) had cerebral

thrombosis and 6 (50%)
had coronary thrombosis.

The incidence of
thromboembolism in the

patients with
thrombophlebitis of the
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